











































































































































































































































































































































































































From: Betz, Jordan (NIH/NHLBI) [C] ® ©)

Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 at 11:03 AM

To: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®®

Cc: NIAID DIR FOIA Facilitation Team <NIAIDDIRFOIAFacilitationTeam@mail.nih.gov>
Subject: RE: NIH/NIAID Freedom of Information Act request 61217 (Stieber/Epoch Times) -
input needed

Thanks for the prompt review, Dr. Memoli!

For the other open request (61216 - Mr. Stieber’s request for the attachments he initially agreed to
exclude from the previous year’s emails), did you want to re-review any of those records before we
move that case forward? You previously reviewed them for FOIA requests 57239 and 57411 and didn’t
request any redactions then, but we want to make sure you’ve got the opportunity to review in case
anything has changed. If you would like, | can provide you with a copy of those as well so you don’t have
to go digging through your files.

Thanks again,
Jordan

From: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®) ©)

Sent: Monday, January 22, 2024 10:56 AM

To: Betz, Jordan (NIH/NHLBI) [C] ®@

Cc: NIAID DIR FOIA Facilitation Team <NIAIDDIRFOIAFacilitationTeam@mail.nih.gov>

Subject: Re: NIH/NIAID Freedom of Information Act request 61217 (Stieber/Epoch Times) - input needed

Hi Jordan,

| have reviewed the emails, | am happy for everything there to be shared. | have no concerns or
questions at all.

Matt

Matthew J. Memoli, M.D., M.S.

Director, LID Clinical Studies Unit

Laboratory of Infectious Diseases

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
National Institutes of Health

MSC 3203 33 North Dr

Bethesda, MD 20892-3203

UNITED STATES

Email:[b)®6)
Phonel(b)(e)





































































































































From: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E]

Sent: Wed, 17 Jan 2024 15:53:07 +0000

To: Donbeck, Kathy (NIH/NIAID) [E]

Subject: FW: (Dr. Memoli, FYI) FW: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview
Attachments: Re: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

Wanted to loop you in on this; will let you know if | hear more from DIR.

From: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E]

Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2024 8:25 AM

To: Shaffer, Meredith (NIH/NIAID) [E]{P'®

Cc: Cohen, Jeffrey (NIH/NIAID) [E] 1(b><63' [Holland, Steven (NIH/NIAID) [E]

|(b)(6)
ubject: RE: (Dr. Memoli, FW: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

Meredith, thanks for talking with me just now. I've attached his clarifications to the 2 Qs
along with his opening comments. As was explained to me, “Building 1 wants him to
make it clear that no one at NIH said he would be fired for his views. In other words, he
may have FELT like his job was in jeopardy because he had a very different view, but
that no one ever actually told him or threatened that he could lose his job.”

Once | get a final determination from HHS I'll let you know whether this is expected to
move forward.

From: Cohen, Jeffrey (NIH/NIAID) [E](®6) I
Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 6:12 PM

To: Holland, Steven (NIH/NIAID) [E] db)6) b; Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E]
°6) haffer, Meredith (NIH/NIAID) [E] {P©) |

Subject: RE: (Dr. Memoli, FYI) FW: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

| concur with Steve. [P)©)

(0)6)

Thus, | don’t understand why he would think his job or clinical practice was in jeopardy. | agree with
Steve and think its best not to further comment about this.

Jeff Cohen

From: Holland, Steven (NIH/NIAID) [E] ¢ ®®©

Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 7:55 PM

To: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] 4 ®) (6 Shaffer, Meredith (NIH/NIAID) [E]
(b)(6)J

Cc: Cohen, Jeffrey (NIH/NIAID) [E] 4 (®) (6)

Subject: Re: (Dr. Memoli, FYI) FW: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview







Q7. Did the NIH/NIAID ever approve your exemption request?

A. No (This should be clarified that the mandate was dropped and so an
exemption was not required).

From: Zack Stieber <{b)®) |

Sent: Thursday, January 11,2024 11:49 AM

To: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] {b)6) |

Cc: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E] {)©) |
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

Hi Ken, thanks for the email. Dr. Memoli said he was happy to answer our questions. What can
we do to make the interview work?

Thank you,
Zack

OnThu, Jan 11, 2024 at 1:31 PM Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] 10 jvrote:
Hi Zack; Dr. Memoli shared your email. Sorry, but this interview won't work out.
NIAID Communications Office

From: Zack Stieber [P)®) |

Date: Thursday, January 11, 2024 at 11:25 AM

To: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®©®
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

Hi Dr. Memoli,

Good morning, hope you're having a good week.

We obtained some of your emails through a FOIA request and would like to set up an interview
with you on them.

We can send over some of the questions we plan to ask ahead of time.

Do you have any availability next week?

Alternatively, we can send questions over and you can answer the questions over email.
Thank you,

Zack Stieber

The Epoch Times
[£)6) [

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and are confident the content is safe.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and are confident the content is safe.



















—Were you surprised you were allowed to present your case against mandates during the NIH
roundtable?

—What reception did you get from colleagues and superiors after the roundtable?

—Did you ever feel you were in danger of being fired for your opposition to the mandates?
—Did the NIH/NIAID ever approve your exemption request?

—Did you ever do the AFTERVAX study? If so, when are results expected? If not, why not?

—Looking back, would you have done anything differently with regards to the COVID-19
vaccines and/or the vaccine mandates?

—What are you working on nowadays?

Thank you,
Zack

On Thu, Jan 11, 2024 at 4:25 PM Zack Stieber {?)©) wrote:
Thanks Ken, | will put together the questions and send them over.

Thank you,
Zack

OnThu, Jan 11, 2024 at 2:01 PM Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] {b)(6) [wrote:
Hi Zack; please send your questions to Dr. Memoli and me.

Thanks

From: Zack Stieber 4()6) |

Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 11:49 AM

To: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] {©)©) |

Cc: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E] X&) |
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

Hi Ken, thanks for the email. Dr. Memali said he was happy to answer our questions. What can we do to
make the interview work?

Thank you,
Zack

OnThu, Jan 11, 2024 at 1:31 PM Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®) 6) wrote:
Hi Zack; Dr. Memoli shared your email. Sorry, but this interview won't work out.

NIAID Communications Office









From: Memoali, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E]

Sent: Wed, 17 Jan 2024 14:18:06 +0000

To: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E]

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview
HI Ken,

Here are some clarifications below. Not for the reporter, but NIH/HHS should know that
never approving the exemption is a sore point for people like me. They let us twist in the wind
worried about our jobs for a year, and then never even gave us a final approval which leaves us
hanging if there is another mandate in the future. I feel this was done on purpose to try to coerce
us into getting the vaccine and I consider it highly unethical and disappointing. I would like to
see the NIH director or even better the HHS secretary formally make an apology and an
announcement that such a mandate was a mistake and that this should never happen again in a
society that follows proper bioethics. I know I will be waiting until hell freezes over for the
apology, but I feel people like me and those who took the vaccine due to coercion feel owed an
apology, I know many employees like this who have contacted me.

Qe. Did you ever feel you were in danger of being fired for your opposition to the
mandates?

A. There were times when | was worried about losing my job especially when we first started
receiving emails about mandate deadlines from NIH/HHS, but I knew there were many
protections in place for government employees like myself. I was concerned more about my
medical license and not being able to continue to perform my job properly. Washington, DC
directly threatened to take away my medical license which would have threatened my job (I need
a medical license) so I applied for a Virginia license and protected myself that way. None of my
superiors at NIH or anyone I physically worked with ever threatened me directly or allowed it to
affect my work.

Q7. Did the NIH/NIAID ever approve your exemption request?

A. No, after enough time went by the mandate was rescinded and so I was told it was
unnecessary.

Matthew J. Memoli, M.D., M.S.

Director, LID Clinical Studies Unit

Laboratory of Infectious Diseases

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
National Institutes of Health

MSC 3203 33 North Dr

Bethesda, MD 20892-3203

UNITED STATES

Email: ®) ©)



Phone: [°)6) |

Disclaimer: The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may
contain sensitive information. It should not be used by anyone who is not the original intended
recipient. If you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it from
your mailbox or any other storage devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
shall not accept liability for any statements made that are sender's own and not expressly made
on behalf of NIAID.

From: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®) (©)

Date: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 at 12:15 PM

To: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®®
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

NIH is asking for clarification on responses to Qs 6 and 7, per below in red:

Qe. Did you ever feel you were in danger of being fired for your opposition to the
mandates?

A. There were times when I was worried about losing my job, although I knew there were many
protections for government employees like myself. I was concerned more about my medical
license and not being able to continue to perform my job properly. (This doesn’t really answer
the question; was he ever approached in a way that made him think he would lose his job? If not,
then he should say this.)

Q7. Did the NIH/NIAID ever approve your exemption request?

A. No (This should be clarified that the mandate was dropped and so an exemption was not
required).

From: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E]

Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 9:33 AM

To: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E] (®) (6)
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

Hi Matt ... received and just sent for clearance. Will apprise asap. Thanks




























































From: Newman, Raushanah (NIH/NIAID) [E]

Sent: Wed, 17 Jan 2024 18:42:41 +0000

To: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E]

Subject: Re: NIH/NIAID Freedom of Information Act requests 61216 and 61217
(Stieber/Epoch Times)

Dear Dr. Memoli,
| hope all is well!

| received the following additional clarification from the FOIA office: “Dr. Memoli has
previously reviewed and cleared these for release on August 23, 2022. All of the attachments
for 61216 (146 pages including the parent emails) were a part of the records he reviewed at the
same time for cases 57329 and 57411. Since it has been over a year, we wanted to give Dr.
Memoli the opportunity to re-review the records and provide input if he would like. If he is still
ok with the release and would like to waive the review, that’s fine too. Please let us know
whether Dr. Memoli would like a copy of the records to review.”

How would you like to proceed?
Sincere regards,

Raushanah

From: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E]/~— ®6

Date: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 at 2:50 PM

To: Newman, Raushanah (NIH/NIAID) [E]

Cc: NIAID DIR FOIA Facilitation Team <NIAIDDIRFOIAFacilitationTeam@mail.nih.gov>, Shaffer,
Meredith (NIH/NIAID) [E]

Subject: Re: NIH/NIAID Freedom of Information Act requests 61216 and 61217 (Stieber/Epoch
Times)

Hello,
| am fine with CIT searches.

Matt

Matthew J. Memoli, M.D., M.S.

Director, LID Clinical Studies Unit

Laboratory of Infectious Diseases

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
National Institutes of Health

MSC 3203 33 North Dr



Bethesda, MD 20892-3203
UNITE

Email %
Phone: [0)©)

Disclaimer: The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may
contain sensitive information. It should not be used by anyone who is not the original intended
recipient. If you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it from
your mailbox or any other storage devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
shall not accept liability for any statements made that are sender's own and not expressly made
on behalf of NIAID.

From: Newman, Raushanah (NIH/NAD) (] ®6©

Date: Tuesday, January 9, 2024 at 2:49 PM
To: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E
Cc: NIAID DIR FOIA Facilitation Team <NIAIDDIRFOIAFacilitationTeam@mail.nih.gov>, Shaffer,

Meredith (NIH/NIAID) [E]m
Subject: FW: NIH/NIAID Freedom of Information Act requests 61216 and 61217 (Stieber/Epoch

Times)

Dear Dr. Memolu,
[ hope all is well.

We have received an additional FOIA request(s).; see below. Are you able to provide this
information?

Sincere regards,

Raushanah Newman

Program Analyst

Division of Intramural Research

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, NIH
10 Center Drive, Rm 11N248

Bethesda, MD 20892

Office: (P)6)

National Institute of
Allergy and
Infectious Diseases

Disclaimer:

The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may contain sensitive information. It should not be used by anyone
who is not the original intended recipient. If you have received this e-mail in error, please inform the sender and delete it from your mailbox or
any other storage devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases shall not accept liability for any statements made that are

sender's own and not expressly made on behalf of the NIAID by one of its representatives.







From: ASPA StEP on behalf of "noreply@salesforce.com" <noreply@salesforce.com>
Sent: Wed, 17 Jan 2024 16:59:24 +0000 (GMT)
To: Lemar, Naweed (OS/ASPA); NIAID COGCORE; Fine, Amanda (NIH/OD) [E]; Myles,
Renate (NIH/OD) [E]; Polimeni, Lydia (NIH/OD) [E]; Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E]; Aklnso Woleola
(NIH/0D) [E]; Jones, Kamara (HHS/ASPA); NIAID Media Inquiries;

® Formoso, Paula (HHS/ASPA); Burns, Samira (HHS/ASPA); Fritz, Craig (NIH/OD) [E];

®) (6 ® (6): Seel, Rebecca (OS/ASPA); Wojtowicz, Emma
(NIH/OD) [E]; ®) G)Ritter, Emily (NIH/OD) [E]
Subject: On Hold StEP Media Inquiry: NIH/NIAID - Dr. Memoli stance _ COVID vaccination

mandate - ref:5003d00000AQVpgAAH

A media inquiry has been placed on Hold by ASPA. You will receive another email notification
from StEP when the media inquiry has been released from hold. Click on the link at the bottom
of this email to see feedback from reviewers (if provided).

ASPA StEP Number: 00015740

Press Officer / Contact Name: Ken Pekoc

Inquiry Type: Media Inquiry

Subject: Dr. Memoli stance COVID vaccination mandate
Topics: COVID vaccine

Deadline: Wed Jan 17 12:19:00 EST 2024

HHS Spokespersons: Dr. Matt Memoli, NIAID

Reporters and Producers:

Contact Role Media QOutlet
Zack Stieber |Reporter |Epoch Media Group Times

Media Outlet: Epoch Media Group Times
Type of Media:

Online;Print

Inquiry:

Thurs. Jan. 11, 2024 email from Zack Stieber to Dr. Memoli:





























































































Sent: Wed, 17 Jan 2024 14:58:56 +0000

To: Ritter, Emily (NIH/OD) [E]; Fine, Amanda (NIH/OD) [E]; Myles, Renate (NIH/OD)
[E]

Cc: Donbeck, Kathy (NIH/NIAID) [E]

Bcc: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E]

Subject: RE: StEP Media Inquiry NIAID - Dr. Memoli stance _ COVID vaccination mandate,

Epoch Media Group Times - ref:5003d00000AQVpgAAH

Have edited and saved Qs 6-7 in the Step inquiry. Also wanted to include his full reply
here:

Here are some clarifications below. Not for the reporter, but NIH/HHS should know that
never approving the exemption is a sore point for people like me. They let us twist in the wind
worried about our jobs for a year, and then never even gave us a final approval which leaves us
hanging if there is another mandate in the future. I feel this was done on purpose to try to coerce
us into getting the vaccine and I consider it highly unethical and disappointing. [ would like to
see the NIH director or even better the HHS secretary formally make an apology and an
announcement that such a mandate was a mistake and that this should never happen again in a
society that follows proper bioethics. I know I will be waiting until hell freezes over for the
apology, but I feel people like me and those who took the vaccine due to coercion feel owed an
apology, I know many employees like this who have contacted me.

Qeé. Did you ever feel you were in danger of being fired for your opposition to the
mandates?

A. There were times when [ was worried about losing my job especially when we first started
receiving emails about mandate deadlines from NIH/HHS, but I knew there were many
protections in place for government employees like myself. I was concerned more about my
medical license and not being able to continue to perform my job properly. Washington, DC
directly threatened to take away my medical license which would have threatened my job (I need
a medical license) so I applied for a Virginia license and protected myself that way. None of my
superiors at NIH or anyone I physically worked with ever threatened me directly or allowed it to
affect my work.

Q7. Did the NIH/NIAID ever approve your exemption request?

A. No, after enough time went by the mandate was rescinded and so I was told it was
unnecessary.

From: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] - ®®

Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 10:15 AM

To: Ritter, Emily (NIH/OD) [E] ® (). ®© \|AID Media Inquiries

<mediainquiries@niaid.nih.gov>; NIAID COGCORE <COGCORE@mail.nih.gov>; Fritz, Craig (NIH/OD) [E]
®®. £ine, Amanda (NIH/OD) [E] ®©. \1yles, Renate (NIH/OD) [E]



; Polimeni, Lydia (NIH/OD) [E] : Wojtowicz, Emma
(NIH/0D) [E] Akinso, Woleola (NIH/OD) [E]

Subject: RE: StEP Media Inquiry NIAID - Dr. Memoli stance _ COVID vaccination mandate, Epoch Media
Group Times - ref:5003d00000AQVpgAAH

Noted and will seek clarification on Qs 6 and 7. Thanks

From: Ritter, Emily (NIH/0D) [}l ®©

Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 10:05 AM

To:l  ®O: NJAID Media Inquiries <mediainquiries@niaid.nih.gov>; NIAID COGCORE
<COGCORE@mail.nih.gov>; Fritz, Craig (NIH/OD) [E ine, Amanda (NIH/OD) [E]
_ Myles, Renate (NIH/OD) [molimeni, Lydia (NIH/OD)
[E] ; Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E ojtowicz, Emma
Subject: RE: StEP Media Inquiry NIAID - Dr. Memoli stance _ COVID vaccination mandate, Epoch Media
Group Times - ref:5003d00000AQVpgAAH

Hi NIAID folks — NIH OCPL has the following comments before moving forward to HHS, asking Dr.
Memoli to clarify their responses.

Please let us know if you have any comments or concerns, and please update us when you have updated
the StEP inquiry.

Thanks,
Emily

From: noreply@salesforce.com <noreply@salesforce.com>0n Behalf Of ASPA StEP
Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 11:33 AM

To: NIAID Media Inquiries <mediainquiries@niaid.nih.gov>; NIAID COGCORE <COGCORE@mail.nih.gov>;
Fritz, Craig (NIH/OD) [E]g’manda (NIH/OD) [E]< @6,
Myles, Renate (NIH/OD) [E] olimeni, Lydia (NIH/OD) [E]

Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] _ Wojtowicz, Emma
(NIH/0D) [E]

Ritter, Emily (NIH/OD) [E] —Akinso,
Woleola (NIH/OD) [E]

Subject: StEP Media Inquiry r.Memoli stance _ COVID vaccination mandate, Epoch Media
Group Times - ref:5003d00000AQVpgAAH

A new or updated media inquiry has been submitted for your review. Click on the link at the
bottom of this email to open the inquiry in StEP. Reply all to this email if you have questions or
feedback on this inquiry. Once you have completed your review in the system, select "Submit to
ASPA" to send the inquiry for ASPA review. If ASPA review is not required, change the status
of the inquiry to "Ready to Publish" to close out your review.

ASPA StEP Number: 00015740


















From: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E]

Sent: Wed, 17 Jan 2024 14:49:33 +0000
To: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E]
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

My apology, | won't edit any of the response ... this confused me initially: “Not for the
reporter ...”

From: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [F] ®©
Sent: Wednesday, January 17, 2024 7:40 AM

To: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®©)

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

Yes | added that to my answer. If you mean edit out the rest, it should be clear | was worried about
losing my job. You can edit it down, but | spent months worrying and thinking about where | was going
to go. Thatis the honest truth. When | gave the ethics grand rounds | thought that might be the last
time | gave a talk at NIH and that my scientific career might be over after that. Now in hindsight that
may have been a bit hyperbolic, but that is how | felt at the time.

Matt

Matthew J. Memoli, M.D., M.S.

Director, LID Clinical Studies Unit

Laboratory of Infectious Diseases

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
National Institutes of Health

MSC 3203 33 North Dr

Bethesda, MD 20892-3203

UNITED STATES

Email: ®) ©)

Phone:

Disclaimer: The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may
contain sensitive information. It should not be used by anyone who is not the original intended
recipient. [f you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it from
your mailbox or any other storage devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
shall not accept liability for any statements made that are sender's own and not expressly made
on behalf of NIAID.

From: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®) (6)
Date: Wednesday, January 17, 2024 at 9:25 AM



To: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®) ©)
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

Hi Matt ... | appreciate your thoughts and will share your comments per usual.

Strictly looking at what NIH wanted clarified in Q6, would it be ok to share the last line
with the reporter (if NIH and HHS authorize):

None of my superiors at NIH or anyone I physically worked with ever threatened me
directly or allowed it to affect my work.

From: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®©®
Sent: Wednesday, January 17,2024 7:18 AM

To: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®®

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

HI Ken,

Here are some clarifications below. Not for the reporter, but NIH/HHS should know that
never approving the exemption is a sore point for people like me. They let us twist in the wind
worried about our jobs for a year, and then never even gave us a final approval which leaves us
hanging if there is another mandate in the future. I feel this was done on purpose to try to coerce
us into getting the vaccine and I consider it highly unethical and disappointing. I would like to
see the NIH director or even better the HHS secretary formally make an apology and an
announcement that such a mandate was a mistake and that this should never happen again in a
society that follows proper bioethics. I know I will be waiting until hell freezes over for the
apology, but I feel people like me and those who took the vaccine due to coercion feel owed an
apology, I know many employees like this who have contacted me.

Q6. Did you ever feel you were in danger of being fired for your opposition to the
mandates?

A. There were times when | was worried about losing my job especially when we first started
receiving emails about mandate deadlines from NIH/HHS, but I knew there were many
protections in place for government employees like myself. I was concerned more about my
medical license and not being able to continue to perform my job properly. Washington, DC
directly threatened to take away my medical license which would have threatened my job (I need
a medical license) so I applied for a Virginia license and protected myself that way. None of my
superiors at NIH or anyone I physically worked with ever threatened me directly or allowed it to
affect my work.

Q7. Did the NIH/NIAID ever approve your exemption request?

A. No, after enough time went by the mandate was rescinded and so I was told it was
unnecessary.






A. No (This should be clarified that the mandate was dropped and so an exemption was not
required).

From: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E]

Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 9:33 AM

To: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E]

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

®) (6)

Hi Matt ... received and just sent for clearance. Will apprise asap. Thanks

From: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®©

Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 6:48 AM
To: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] < ®) ©)
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

HI Ken,

Below are my answers. | understand that NIAID and/or HHS doesn’t want to address these things, but
| believe that to be a major mistake. Until we do address these issues we will not regain trust with much
of the public.

Matt

—What compelled you to write to Dr. Fauci and other agency leaders?

From the beginning I did not believe that the vaccine strategy being promoted was
optimal due to my years of experience in the RNA respiratory viral field and expertise in this
area both in the lab and clinically. Tknew it was suboptimal for an RNA respiratory virus due to
the nature of these viruses as they can change rapidly making single antigen vaccines limited in
usefulness. Ialso had concerns about the mRNA technology as this relies solely on the host to
make the antigen rather than providing a set amount of antigen in a traditional vaccine. Once
there began to be talk of vaccine mandates, I became even more concerned as I felt that mandates
were unethical and that they would have a number of negative effects both during and after the
pandemic medically and socially. Given all of this I felt compelled to finally express all of this
in as constructive a way as possible to try to help the agency avoid this and consider other
options.

—Did they ever respond to you? If so, what did they say?
I received a response from Dr Cliff Lane thanking me for my email.

—Why did you decide to go public in late 2021? Do you think the public would have been better
served if you went public earlier?






Of course, in hindsight I would have been more aggressive in my approach in trying to
help the agency avoid some of the mistakes I feel were made. 1 feel I should have been less
worried about my situation, and I should have sent emails and had discussions with my leaders
sooner expressing my expert opinions.

—What are you working on nowadays?

Primarily my work continues to focus on understanding the pathogenesis and correlates of protection of
RNA respiratory viruses like influenza and SARS-COV2. These are extremely difficult issues due to our lack of
understanding of mucosal immunity, viral evolution, and host response. Therefore, | continue to perform
translational studies in humans to better understand how we can produce drugs, vaccines, or strategies that can
properly address these viruses by preventing infection, limiting spread of disease, and reducing the disease caused
by these viruses.

Matthew J. Memoli, M.D., M.S.

Director, LID Clinical Studies Unit

Laboratory of Infectious Diseases

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
National Institutes of Health

MSC 3203 33 North Dr

Bethesda, MD 20892-3203

UNITED STATES

Email: ®) (6)

Phone:

Disclaimer: The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may
contain sensitive information. It should not be used by anyone who is not the original intended
recipient. If you have received this e-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it from
your mailbox or any other storage devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
shall not accept liability for any statements made that are sender's own and not expressly made
on behalf of NIAID.

From: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®) ©6)
Date: Monday, January 15, 2024 at 6:19 PM

To: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®®©
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

Hi Dr. Memoli. Please let me know how you would answer these and then I’ll use those responses to
request clearance.

Thanks



OnJan 15, 2024, at 1:25 PM, Zack Stieber <zack.stieber@epochtimes.nyc> wrote:

Hi Ken and Dr. Memoli,

As promised, here are the questions.

—What compelled you to write to Dr. Fauci and other agency leaders?
—Did they ever respond to you? If so, what did they say?

—Why did you decide to go public in late 2021? Do you think the public would have been better
served if you went public earlier?

—Were you surprised you were allowed to present your case against mandates during the NIH
roundtable?

—Wohat reception did you get from colleagues and superiors after the roundtable?

—Did you ever feel you were in danger of being fired for your opposition to the mandates?
—Did the NIH/NIAID ever approve your exemption request?

—Did you ever do the AFTERVAX study? If so, when are results expected? If not, why not?

—Looking back, would you have done anything differently with regards to the COVID-19
vaccines and/or the vaccine mandates?

—Wahat are you working on nowadays?

Thank you,
Zack

OnThu, Jan 11, 2024 at 4:25 PM Zack Stieber <zack.stieber@epochtimes.nyc> wrote:
Thanks Ken, | will put together the questions and send them over.

Thank you,
Zack

On Thu, Jan 11, 2024 at 2:01 PM Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®© yrote:
Hi Zack; please send your questions to Dr. Memoli and me.

Thanks

From: Zack Stieber <zack.stieber@epochtimes.nyc>
Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 11:49 AM
To: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®) (6)




Ce: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®E

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

Hi Ken, thanks for the email. Dr. Memali said he was happy to answer our questions. What can we do to
make the interview work?

Thank you,
Zack

On Thu, Jan 11, 2024 at 1:31 PM Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®O \rote:
Hi Zack; Dr. Memoli shared your email. Sorry, but this interview won’t work out.

NIAID Communications Office

From: Zack Stieber <zack.stieber@epochtimes.nyc>

Date: Thursday, January 11, 2024 at 11:25 AM

To: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®) (6)
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

Hi Dr. Memoli,
Good morning, hope you're having a good week.

We obtained some of your emails through a FOIA request and would like to set up aninterview with you
on them.

We can send over some of the questions we plan to ask ahead of time.

Do you have any availability next week?

Alternatively, we can send questions over and you can answer the questions over email.
Thank you,

Zack Stieber

The Epoch Times
917-509-1875

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and are confident the content is safe.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and are confident the content is safe.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and are confident the content is safe.








































—Looking back, would you have done anything differently with regards to the COVID-19
vaccines and/or the vaccine mandates?

Of course, in hindsight I would have been more aggressive in my approach in trying to
help the agency avoid some of the mistakes I feel were made. I feel I should have been less
worried about my situation, and I should have sent emails and had discussions with my leaders
SOONEr exXpressing my expert opinions.

—What are you working on nowadays?

Primarily my work continues to focus on understanding the pathogenesis and correlates of protection of
RNA respiratory viruses like influenza and SARS-COV2. These are extremely difficult issues due to our lack of
understanding of mucosal immunity, viral evolution, and host response. Therefore, | continue to perform
translational studies in humans to better understand how we can produce drugs, vaccines, or strategies that can
properly address these viruses by preventing infection, limiting spread of disease, and reducing the disease caused
by these viruses.

Matthew J. Memoli, M.D., M.S.

Director, LID Clinical Studies Unit

Laboratory of Infectious Diseases

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
National Institutes of Health

MSC 3203 33 North Dr

Bethesda, MD 20892-3203

UNITED STATES

Email: [0)€)

Phone:

Disclaimer: The information in this e-mail and any of its attachments is confidential and may
contain sensitive information. It should not be used by anyone who is not the original intended
recipient. If you have received this ¢-mail in error please inform the sender and delete it from
your mailbox or any other storage devices. National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
shall not accept liability for any statements made that are sender's own and not expressly made
on behalf of NIAID.

From: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] - ®®

Date: Monday, January 15, 2024 at 6:19 PM

To: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E] < ) ©)
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

Hi Dr. Memoli. Please let me know how you would answer these and then I’ll use those responses to
request clearance.




































National Institutes of Health
Bldg. 10/11N248 MSC 1960
Bethesda, MD 20892-1960

(h)(A) voice
(0)O) fax

Eb)(ﬁ) }mail

Assistant lab: Eva Portillo

b)(6) pmail
[b)(6) |voice
Assistant to SD: Beth Schmidt
b)) |

Eb)(e) |voice

From: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] <I(b)(6) |

Date: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 at 2:20 PM

To: Holland, Steven (NIH/NIAID) [E] b)) |Shaffer, Meredith
(NIH/NIAID) [E] {B)®) |

Cc: Cohen, Jeffrey (NIH/NIAID) [E] 4©)© |

Subject: (Dr. Memoli, FYI) FW: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

Wanted to make you aware of the media inquiry below that we are working on
(reporter Qs and Matt’s proposed responses attached). Can provide background
by phone if you'd like.

NIH has asked Matt to clarify responses to Qs 6 and 7; once | receive those
clarifications | am planning to send to HHS for review and decision.

Q6. Did you ever feel you were in danger of being fired for your opposition
to the mandates?

A. There were times when I was worried about losing my job, although I knew
there were many protections for government employees like myself. I was
concerned more about my medical license and not being able to continue to
perform my job properly. (This doesn’t really answer the question; was he ever
approached in a way that made him think he would lose his job? If not, then he
should say this.)

Q7. Did the NIH/NIAID ever approve your exemption request?

A. No (This should be clarified that the mandate was dropped and so an
exemption was not required).

From: Zack Stieber <zack.stieber@epochtimes.nyc>
Sent: Thursday, January 11,2024 11:49 AM
To: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] ®©®










Assistant to SD: Beth Schmidt
(®) (6)
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voice

From: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] 4®)6) |

Date: Tuesday, January 16, 2024 at 2:20 PM

To: Holland, Steven (NIH/NIAID) [E] {bX6) t, Shaffer, Meredith
(NIH/NIAID) [E] §0)6) |

Cc: Cohen, Jeffrey (NIH/NIAID) [E] 4®)®©)

Subject: (Dr. Memoli, FYl) FW: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

Wanted to make you aware of the media inquiry below that we are working on
(reporter Qs and Matt's proposed responses attached). Can provide background
by phone if you'd like.

NIH has asked Matt to clarify responses to Qs 6 and 7; once | receive those
clarifications | am planning to send to HHS for review and decision.

Q6. Did you ever feel you were in danger of being fired for your opposition
to the mandates?

A. There were times when 1 was worried about losing my job, although I knew
there were many protections for government employees like myself. I was
concerned more about my medical license and not being able to continue to
perform my job properly. (This doesn’t really answer the question; was he ever
approached in a way that made him think he would lose his job? If not, then he
should say this.)

Q7. Did the NIH/NIAID ever approve your exemption request?

A. No (This should be clarified that the mandate was dropped and so an
exemption was not required).

From: Zack Stieber {b)®©)

Sent: Thursday, January 11, 2024 11:49 AM

To: Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [E] {bY6) ]

Cc: Memoli, Matthew (NIH/NIAID) [E]®)©) |
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Request for Comment/Interview

Hi Ken, thanks for the email. Dr. Memoli said he was happy to answer our questions. What can
we do to make the interview work?

Thank you,
Zack

On Thu, Jan 11, 2024 at 1:31 PM Pekoc, Ken (NIH/NIAID) [£] {2)©) fwrote:




















































































